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Joux xix. 30. 1 


W, ben Feſus had recerved the vine gar, 


he ſaid, it is ; finiſhed; and be Bou 
ed bis head, and. How «_ hs 
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5 'T is is common for us, when any of 
Moor pious and chriſtian friends 
: Cad are removed out of our world, 
EET to enquire how they left it: what 
the frame of their ſpirit was in ſome of their 


laſt moments? how they met the meſſengers 


of death? and received the ſummons to go up 


and dye? what ſupport and comfort they had 
in the darkſome valley from the rod and. ſtaff 
of a gracious God? Thus ſolicitous we often 
are to know their end. And the Pſalmiſt 
gives countenance to ſuch enquiries, when he 
calls upon us to mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright ; take particular notice of 
him, obſerve what comes of him, and you 
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it was a vain wiſh, as theirs ever mult be, that 

ſeparate between the means and the end) Let 

me dye the death of the righteous, and my 

Laſt end be like his. This is the man that hath 

hope. 1 in his death, and peace at his end. But 

we are more eſpecially deſirous to know how 

our deceaſed miniſters went off the ſtage. Ma- 

ny eyes are upon them, to obſerve how they 

liv'd, and ſee how they died: it's expected 

they ſhould be examples to us in both. It 

Was therefore the requeſt of an excellent mini- 

„ der in his day, that he might not che nean. 

ty, but ſo, as therein to bring much glory to 

God. That he might! dye comfortably, ehear- 

fully, triumphantly, as becomes a chriſtian and 

a miniſter. An heathen has taught us, that 

one part of dying well is to dye wing, 
Bene mori, eſt libenter ww... 

Ike a bleſſed thing then, and comfortable, to 

have it ſaid of chriſtians and miniſters. they 

1 died well; and went off the ſtage with ho. 

nour. Theſe all died in faith. Their end 

| | was peace. They had hope in their death, 

| word feared no evil, for God was with them 


to 


r 1 


WE: © 
to ſtrengthen 1 comfort them, in their laſk 
agonies. They acquieſcd in his With” and 
went off reſign d:: chearfully'!! leſt alls their 
country, their father s houſey theit uu“ hodſeg 
their. Kindred, their friends and theie- Aleks; 
to go unto that land which God would ſhew 
them, as What he 2 a prepared 
for. them. OY TJ n A BY 1.3 1 N 
And we are Bill nes cans ro 
know, what was the: end of far greatery and 
infinitely more important life: HH was [the 
iſſue of our Redeemer's combate with the po. 
ers of darkneſs.” What were the ihwird*work 
ings and diſcuſſions of his holy'ſout, "when 
giving up himſelf to the greateſt and möſt HA. 
zardous encounter, that ever was; or could be 
engaged in. What he ſaid, and how he. acted 
in that great adventure: And fot out fatiſ- 
faction herein, the Evangeliſts Who were 15 
careful to tranſmit the hiſtory of his life to 
after ages, have alſo given us a particulat ac 
count of his death. From them we Trath 
among other things, that he ſpent the right 
before his. ſufferings in prayer, and conflicts, 
with ſtrofg cries and many rears: that for a 
while he ſeemed at a ſtand, when he ſaid, 
Father, if it be poſſible let this cup paſs ; but 
ſoon recoyered himſelf ; nevertheleſs not my 


4 wal 


(5) 


will, but thine be done; which one calls 
Chriſt's Motto. 

And, when he came actually to Wi 4 
of his laſt things were his prayer for his ene- 
mies, Father, forgive them; his promiſe to the 
converted thief, This day ſbalt thou be with 
me in paradiſe : that heart-rending cry, my 
God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me 2 
and then the triumphant ſhout in the text, 
it's fiſhed : after which we are alſo told he 


faid, Father, into thy hands JI commend my 


ſpirit z and having ſaid this, he ſpoke no more, 
but bowed his head and gave up the ghoſt: 
Happy concluſion of an humbled life, and an 
accurſed death! He went off the ſtage in tri- 
umph, and died in a way as honourable to 
himſelf, as it was comfortable to ug.—— — 

I ſhall ſum up this account of him in the 
following general obſervation, vis. 


That our bleſſed Saviour having * 2 all 


the things that concerned him here, with an 


holy confidence, commended himſelf into the 
Father s hands; and having thus ſecured his 


ſpirit, freely reſigned his breath, and let go 
his life. This contains in it the following 
particulars, 


I. That 


7 


J 


1 That our Lord' Je kniſhed all the 
216 things that concerned him here. 
II. That having ſo done, he commended his 
' ſpirit into his father's hands. 
III. That having taken this care of his ſpi- 
rit, he did freely let go his life. After hand- 
ling each of theſe I ſhall endeavour 
IV. To bring theſe things home to our 
(ſelves, in a ſuitable and proper improve 
went. Here then we are to ſhew 


| 

I. That our bleſſed Saviour finiſhed what: 
ever concerned him here. He was indeed 4 
” | workman that needed not to be aſhamed. 


Never was ſuch a work undertaken ; nor ever 
was any work ſo well performed. Nothing 
was left undone which he covenanted to do; 
nothing done by halves, nor left unfiniſhed, 
which he took in hand. The piercing eye of 
juſtice it ſelf could not eſpy the leaſt blemiſh or 
flaw in the whole performance. This he avouch- 
ed with his laſt breath; and openly proclaim” 
ed before all the world, when he ſaid, if ig 
'fniſhed ! it's all done to a tittle! 

This is a ſingle word in the original; but this 
one word contains in it the very ſum and ſub- 
- ſtance of all our hopes and comfort. A re- 


markable 


their laſt words commonly. ae... Theſe are 


— — — — ̃ ̃ ĩ —— — — cw. 


2õ 3 — —— — 
. —— — — 
— — 


— 


—— 
* ; K 66 
r e ane 


— 
* . - 
— 


— 


= = = 
a 


EX per 
i a dE wet ns 
—— ou tie indi 2 7 


— — 


= ug 22 
+ * a a 
2 * 
4 . 
14 ” 
v ' FY 
" * 
. 5 
—_ 7 
4s 
Z 
Tt . 
Jy 4 
7 
41 N 
Dx - 
Fi 
* * 
I 
* " 
Ns 
q 
* 
1 
943 
* 
iy 
; 
iy 4 
* 
N 
1 
1 
* 
ie 
\ E 
* 
* 
2 
l 
1 
1 
Y 8 
* 
1 
5 * 
J 
: 
1 
' 
j 
5 
j 
1 


- 
— 


(3) 


markable word, and much to be taken notice 
of, as the words of dying men; eſpecially 


the laſt words of David, the man raisd upon 
high, ſays the ſacred Hiſtorian, on which he puts 
aſpecial remark as what were worthy to be re- 
membred: but theſe are ſome of the laft 
words of a greater than David, ſays the Evan- 
geliſt, which we ought therefore the more 
carefully ta attend unto. Fort is end, 1 ſhall 
endeavour - . 

To ſhew what \ was finiſhed; and then conſider 
the conſequences and effects thereof, which 
will be as ſo many evidences of it. Firſt then 
we are to enquire what was finiſhed at out 
Lord's death. To which I anſwer, all that 
related to the great atonement; whatever God 
had decreed, the prophets had foretold; and the 
antient rites had tipified concerning the death 
and ſacrifice of Chriſt. Whatever God re, 
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| 
e All _ was neceſſary to his own hun | 
miliation; his father's glory, and his peoples 
happineſs. A 
All the old Tellament i ev that 
pointed directly at the Mefſiah's ſufferings, were 
punctually accompliſhed in his death. 4 
The ceremonial inſtitutions, the Jewiſh 


laws and ſacrifices being all perfected, were 
finiſhed 


TEX 

e | finiſhed and made an end of, as of no fat 
y cher uſe or ſignificancy in the gs of 
e God. 
11 The counſel and commandment of td Fa- 
ts ther, concerning the Redeemet's ſufferings 
the whole projet and deſign of eternal love 
ft in our recovery was then brought to an head. 
This myſtery is finiſhed in the ſacrifice of 
re Chriſt, Here it effectually takes place and is 
all come to an iſſue. 

His conflict with all his enemies is now draw- 
er ing to an end. It is ſaid by the Evangeliſt, 
h how much ſoever his enemies were enraged 
n © againſt him, and therefore ſought to take him, 
ur that ſome way or other, they might put him 
at to death; no man laid hands on him; the 
>d reaſon of which was this, his hour was not yet 
ne come. But in a boſom diſcourſe between 
th himſelf and his Father, where he is moſt open 
re and free, he ſays, Father, the hour is come, 
Cr John xvii. 1. That critical and important hour 
un upon the iflue of which ſo much depends. 
Such an hour as never came ſince time began. 
This hour is now come: the ſet time for my 
ſuffering. The trumpet ſounds to the battel, 
I am now to enter the liſts, not only with fleſh 
and blood, but with principalities and pow- 
iſh ers; with men and devils; with ſin, death, 
ere | B Wrath, 


— n 5 r * 4 2 — — — — —— * 
5 , ey PT; R : £4 E — 7 
— —-—- — — - — — : — 
4, = 4 x 1 "TY & * * . * \ 
r | l Ng 
—_ * 
— wa — * 


A 


* 7 — — on 
. 


2 
— 


N ” — 1 a 


— <— —- ww 


wrath, the curſe and hell. Now is the deci 


made a ſhew of; openly expos'd to publick 


( 10 1 


ſive battel to be fought. The hour is come. 
And here in the words of the text, when giv- 
ing up the ghoſt, he ſays, Father, the hour is 
finiſhed. It is at an end. The battel is over, 
and it's well over. I have won the field, the 
day is my own. My enemies are routed. Sin, 
Satan, and death have gone their length, and 
done their worſt, they are all overcome and 
conquered. Death is diſarm'd and unſtung 
the devil ſubdued and deſtroyed. Principali- 
ties and powers ſpoil'd, triumph'd over and 


contempt; and become a ſpectacle to Angels 
and men; the fight was ſore, but the iſſue glo- 
rious and honourable. It is finiſhed! into this 
triumphant word he formed his laſt breath. 
This is the voice of a conqueror, that ſees the 
glorious iflue of his combate, in the entire de- 
feat of his enemies. 

But what I could chooſe to faſten upon as 
the main ſenſe, is, 

That all the work given TG to do was 
now finiſhed. So he himſelf explains it, in 
thoſe words, Father, I have glorified thee on 
the earth, I have finiſhed the work thou 
gaveſt me to do, John xvii. 4, Not that the 
whole work of redemption was then actually 
compleated. 


1 


1 () 


compleated. He was yet alive; had the pangs 
of death ſtill to go through ; he was now 


- ſtrugling with the powers of darkneſs, for the 
deliverance of man. He muſt actually be of- 
fered up for our offences; and raiſed again 
* for out juſtification : after which he was to aſ- 


4 cend to the Father, and intercede with him 
| 4 for his people; return in his ſpirit and king- 
dom; manifeſt his goſpel to the world, and, in 


f the end, judge it. Theſe great and import- 
ant parts of his work remained (till to be 
id q 
one. 

a But whereas the offering himſelf e on the 
* croſs, was the chief work in our redemption, 
Os and in which lay His greateſt humiliation ; and 
us this was juſt finiſhing; he had already got the 


better of the day, and was confident he. ſhould 
carry it through; therefore he thus cried before 
the work was totally compleated, it is finiſh- 
ed; it is as good as done; and will very ſoon 
be ſo. All that related to the great atone- 
ment; whatever was to be done or ſuffered 
here on earth in order to expiation, and im- 
petration; every thing which belonged to that 
great ſacrifice whereby the church was to be 
perfected, is now accompliſhed. I have finiſh- 
ed all the work thou gaveſt me to do. Here 


1 This 


(120 


That Jeſus Chriſt as mediator, was the faz 
ther's ſervant. So the prophet calls him ; behold 
my ſervant whom I uphold, Iſa. xlii. 1. 

As a ſervant, it is eaſy and natural to ſup- 
poſe he muſt have work to do. 

This work muſt be determined by him; 
whoſe ſervant he is. So much our Saviour 
himſelf tells us, when he calls that his work, 
which the Father had given him to do, John 
Xvii. 4. The will of God is the foundation 
if of our ſalvation. The will of his purpoſe 

and counſel ; the will of his command and 
precept. This determines his work and go- 
verns him in all he does, as he himſelf acknow- 
ledges in thoſe various expreſſions, all of the 

like import. Lo, I come to do thy will; I 
delight to do thy will, O my God; thy law is 
in my heart. My meat is to do the will of 
him that ſent me. 
This work the Redeemer finiſhed. Zy one 
offering he hath for ever perfected all them 
that are fanttified, Heb. x. 14. He hath ful- 
filled the law and made that honourablg ; 
finiſhed tranſgreſſion and made an end of fin. 
He hath ſatisfied divine juſtice, and made re- 
conciliation for iniquity ; brought in an ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, and thereby obtained all 
needful bleſſings. Whatever the law demand- 
M0 
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ed is paid; whatever the ſinner wanted is pur: 


chaſed. Every thing that juſtice required and 
the ſurety undertook ; whatever was neceſſary 
to our perfect ſtate here; and compleat hap- 
pineſs hereafter; to our preſent acceptance 
with God; and future enjoyment of him; ik 
zs all done and finiſhed. | | 

A great word! if we conſider the nature of 
that work given him to do; and yet not to be 
wondered at, if we conſider who it was that 
undertook it; who, and when it was he 
ſaid it. 

If we attend to the nature of the work, we 
ſhall find it to be of the greateſt difficulty, 
and of the utmoſt importance. In it ſelf, it 
was a work of the greateſt difficulty. So great, 
ſo glorious, that it might well be ask'd, who 
in heaven or carth was worthy of it; and equal 
to it? is preaching to men, ſo hard a work, 
that the great Apoſtle asks concerning it, who 
is ſufncient for theſe things? what then mult 
redeeming them be ? dying for them? making 
an atonement for them, and giving ſatisfacti- 
on to God for them? who is ſufficient for 
theſe things? God himſelf therefore asks with 
wonder and pleaſure, Fer. xxx. 21. Who is 


this that hath engaged bis heart to approach 


#nto me, as a ſurety for man? who is he that 
| | has 
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1 
has courage to undertake it, or ſtrength to 
manage it ? no man on earth, no Angel in hea- 
ven, durſt attempt it, or was fit to undertake 
ir. None of theſe could give to God a ran- 


ſom. None of theſe were ſalcieve to ſatisfy 


offended juſtice; to expiate ſin and guilt; to 
finiſh tranſgreſſion ; and make an end of ſin, 
to fulfill the whole law ; to deſtroy the works 
of the devil; to ſpoil and diſarm ſin, Satan, 
death, the grave and hell; to remove the fa- 
tal curſe, and obtain all needful bleſſings. All 
the creatures in heaven and earth with their 
united ſtrength were unable to ſtand under this 
burden, or once lift it from the earth, who in- 
deed is ſufficient for theſe things! = 

And as the work was difficult, it was pain. 
ful. A work, that drew from him, not only 
ſighs and tears, but blood. Painful work! as 
appears by the pains he endured in his body; 
the agonies he felt in his ſoul; his earneſt re- 
queſt to his Father, that if poſſible the cup, is 
large, ſo deep, fo bitter might paſs. 
The greatneſs of this word, it 7s foi 
ed, will farther appear when we conſider, that 
this was a work of the utmoſt importance and 
neceſſity ; of the greateſt importance to the 
honour of God, and the happineſs of his 


People. = 
To 


1 

To the honour of God ; particularly his 
truth and faithfulneſs, having foreordain d 
de and foretold it; of his juſtice and holineſs, 
which required and called for it; of his law, 
that had been violated, and muſt be ful 
filled. 

And a work this was of no leſs i importance 
and neceſſity tothe happineſs of mankind : for 

 Ewhat had become of the whole race of fallen 
Adam, had not this work been undertaken 
and performed? for ought appears, we mult 
have been ruined and undone to a man. If 
juſtice had not been ſatisfied for us, it muſt 
have ſatisfied it ſelf pon us. Had not the pre- 
epts of the law been fulfilled in his obedi- 
nce, and the penalty of it anſwered by his 


in 
aly ufferings, we mult have died according to 


its righteous ſentence. If he had not finiſh. 
ed tranſgreſſion, and made an end of fin, that 
ould have made an end of us, and for ever 
finiſhed all our hopes of happineſs. Had not 
death and the devil been ſubdued by him, theſe 
vould for ever have triumph'd over us, and 
arried us as their ſpoils to the infernal priſon z 
fin, in a word, had been the death of vs, had 
not he been the death of /i7.. 

To hear him then ſaying of a work lo dif- 


ficult in itſelf, ſo important unto us, 27 2s f- 
niſhed, 
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it, and the citcumſtances he was under when 
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fon. The Father's fellow; God's equal. The 
ſubject ſuffering was the human nature; but 
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nifhed, is a glotious ſound, as Hini⸗ 
ſelf and no leſs happy for us. " 

But as great a word as this is, it is not to bo 
wonder d at, conſidering the petſon that ſpoke 


he ſaid it. It is the voice, not of a meer 
man, but indeed of a God. The eternal Son 
of the eternal Father. A divine infinite per- 


the perſon ſuffering was the Son of God; one 
that infinitely exceeded the quality of the of: 
fending perſons, and equal'd the dignity of the 
perſon offended. | 

And then, as to his perſonal character, * 
was abſolutely holy and harmleſs, ſeparate from 
ſinners, as it became him to be; and us to 
have: one that needed not like other prieſts, 
to offer firſt for his own ſin, and then for thei 
ſins of the people; for had he in himſelfff 
been a criminal, he could not have been ali 
Saviour. He then that offered was God: that 
which he offcred was himſelf, his whole hu 
man nature; and this without ſpot to God. 
Here's then a perfect being, upon which fol. 
lows a perfect working. How was it poſlible, 
any thing could miſcatry that is put into 
fuch hands? if he condeſcends to undef 
1 take 


take the _—Y ve are ſute to ſee A good 
iſſue of it. There is nothing ho begins: wich he 
is not well able to ſiniſu: What is it ſuch a 
ſacrifice, offeted up by ſuch A perſon; is notꝭ ſuf. 
ficient to atcompliſh?: do ws ſte Jefusi the 
eternal Son of God; the Father's delight; the 
Angels wonder and admiration, not ſitting un 
a throne, and ſhining in robes of majeſty; 
but now humbling himſelf to death; even the 
death of the croſs; nailed to the curſed tree; 
bleeding and dying there; pouring out his 
ſoul unto death, and making himſelf an offer- 
ing for ſin? it is no wander then to hear him 
ſay it is fini ſped. So marvellous a condeſcenti- 
on muſt needs produce ſuch glorious effects. 
Having ſnewed what as finiſhed, ye now 
come to conſider, „ in 

Secondly, The pe * 1 there- 
of, which are ſo many evidences of it. : 

if, Having paid the debt he is diſcharged. 
This naturally follows upon it. Though it 
was neceſſary he ſhould dye, it was not poſſi- 
ble he ſhould be held under the power of death. 
And therefore he has nothing t to do after this, but 
to riſe and aſcend. He is no longer in the 
grave; his fleſh reſts in hope of a joyful and 
ſpeedy reſurrection: thou wilt not leave my 
aul in Hades, the ſtate of other human ſpi- 
'C rits, 
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ſuffer me to continue long in the grave 
nor let thy holy one, obedient in all thingy 


tuption; but having fully paid the debt, juſM 


charge, and accordingly did ſo, for thi 


is not barely diſcharged but advanced. Having ; 


him then ſeize the prey, and take the ſpoil. 
It is fit he ſhould reap the fruit of all his 
hard labour and ſufferings; and this he does 


in hope, that he ſhould not ſee corruption 


Elorified thee on the earth, and finiſhed the 


* i 
. 
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tits, ſeparate from my body; thou wilt not 


and that has fulfilled all thy will, to ſee cor. 
tice it ſelf will ſign the order for his diſl 


God of peace brought him again from the 
dead, through the blood of the everlaſting co 
venant. This is both an effect and evidence 
of his having finiſhed the work given him 
to do. : 
2dr, Having done his work he is reward 
ed. This is alſo a natural conſequence ; hel 


finiſhed his day's work, it is but juſt he ſhould bei 
paid his wages. He has won the field, let 


t. In his perſonal glory. This he expect: 
and inſiſts upon. His fleſh did not only reſt 


and ſoon be taken out of the grave ; but that 
God would ſhew him the path of life, and 
reccive him up into glory. This he inſiſts on 
himſelf in thoſe remarkable words, I have 


work 


work: thou; gaveſt me to do, and now, Fat q 

glorify me with that glory I bad with, thee 
before the world began, John xvii. 4. 2 
ter he had offered one ſacrifice far ſin, he ſor 
ever ſat down at the right band f the Ma- 
jeſty on high, henceforth. expetFing his foes, to 
be his faatſtool, Heb. xii. 13. And accord: 
ing to his expectation, God raiſed him from 
the dead and gave him glory. He, hath high. 
ly exalted him, and given him 4 name. above 
every name; that at the name of Fefus.every 
knee ſhould bow, He that had been the de- 
ſpiſing of men, and the reproach of the 
people, now has all power in heaven and 
earth put into his hands. He was no longer 
in the grave, and now he ſays, I am no 
longer in the world. I came forth from 
the Father, and having done all that was 
given me to do here, I go to the Father, 
The time of his humiliation, and the days 
of his abode in fleſh are now at an end. 
He aſcends into the __ heavens, to cotta 
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He 1+ alfopemranied, A 22262 4 ; 

2. With a numerous offspting. KK 
made his ſoul, an offering for fin, he is ret 
compenſed with great ſucceſs in the affairs, of 
his kingdqm and powerfully applies the fruits 
OC 2 of 


** 3 „ 

— — —— — — — 
— Dr — — — . a - 
» 41, EST -—þ 


— 
— + A EY PE 
OE — ũ— — 
— — 2 — — — — - — - 
T — A IS 2” 
** Foe n hs 


# £ * 1 
9 2 Y a 
K — — 
A r 
2 —— — —— 


— 


come flocking to hic, like doves to theis 


mighty conqueror. Salvation to our God 


ts). 


of his purchaſe" to the fouls of his pedple. 
He wy of the travel of his ſouly and ready 
the fruit of all His hard "labour; ina nume 
rous, illuſtrious, nöpeful ſhew of 'gonvetrs,)that 


windows: the pleaſure of the Lord proſpen i 
in his hand : he Rasi the dew." of his yourh 
from the Womb of the morning. Numetous 
converts like drops of the dew in a ſummers 
morning. This was the joy ſer before him, 
for which he endurbd the croſs, and deſpiſed ; 
the ſhame, Heb. xii.” 2] This · lay in his reſur - 
rection from the dead, his reception nn 'Y 
heaven, and the ſalvation of his people. 
„This will be matter of the ſongs anda tri 
umplis of Saints and Angels through: eternal 
ages! At the hearing this word; it is Aniſb. 
el, let the heavens and the earth reſouna i 
with the loudeſt ſhouts and hallelujahs to the. 


that ſits on the chrone; and to the lamb in 
the midſt of the threne. We congratulate 
thee on the gteatneſs of thy undertaking; and] 
the glory of its ſucceſs. Eternal thanks we 
dwe thee! evetlaſting Praiſes we give thee, 
e * 1 come now to ho next general 
head. 1 IK 21% iu Lol 10 
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1 Having this finiſhed his _— e 
holy confidence he oommends his ſpirit” into 
the Father's: hands. This we gather from 

the account giver us of theſe things by an- 
other Evangeliſt; ho tells us, when he had eried 

with A ud voice, via. it is finiſhed, he ſaid, 
Father, into thy hund: I commend my ſpirit, 

Luke xxl 46. Theſe were the Joſt of fis 
dying words, in which God urtered his voice 

in ſuch a manner; and after! ſuch Ja rate, that 

the earth trembled and ſhook. The Son bf 
David made uſe of his Father Davids ex exprer. 

ſion, and died with Scripture words in his 
mouth. Pal. xxxi. 5. His: ſpirit was upon 

the very point of ſeparation; und inſtant- 

ly departing, he therefote commends it to 

his Fathers care and keeping. nt Which. be 

did o ich no fit 21 Don! 

Firſt, Fot himſelf as a dying perlotl And 

a' wonderful tranſition it was. Into His 

hands others eommend their ſpirits) ſo did the 
Apoſtle Paul while living, 2 Tim. I. 1 2. So did 
Stephen when dying; Lord Feſuc, receive my 
ſpirit. Acds vii. 59. and here he himſelf com- 
mends his wn ſpitit | into the Fathers hands. 
Tais was an act full of faith and comfort. Te 
wing n e Ris faith, for he had no doubt but . 


the 


' 
ö 
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his being forſaken, he cries; Eli, Eli, ny Gad. 


=: 
the Father would receive his ſpirit : take the 
charge and care of it, and effeQually ſecure it. 
He addreſſes himſelf. therefore to him undet 
the title of Father. When he complained of 


my Cod; when he is commending his ſpirit, it 
is, Father. And well may a Son, and ſuch 
a Son commit any concernments how dear 
and precious ſoever into the Father's hand; 
as he does his ſpirit, with a full aſſurance, 
he would both receive and return it. And 


in this alſo he took the greateſt comfort. 


Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory 
refoices, Pal. xvi. 9, 10. His tongue breaks 


out into holy boaſting and praiſes. He leaves 


his obedient ſoul as a precious treaſure to 
his Father's cuſtody and tuition, with a full | 
ſatisfaction in what he had done, knowing 
he had truſted it with one that would not 
fail to ſecure it, that in a little time it 
ſnould return, and be reunited to his body 
never to part again. In confidence of this, 
he commends his ſurviving ſpirit into the 
Father's hands, when he was jalt giving up 
the ghoſt. 

Secondly, He did this as W and ſare- 
ty for us. Herein, as in other things, he aQ- 
ed as a common perſon and head of his 

Church, 


(ny) 
Church. He now lays down his life as a ran- 
ſom for his people, and makes his ſoul an 
offering for ſin; he depoſits and pays it down 
| into the Father's hands, ſaying, Father, accept 

WW this life, this ſoul of mine, inſtead of the ſin- 
it ners ſoul. He neither lived nor died for him- 
ſelf, and what he did in this act does not only 
refer to himſelf, but his people alſo. He now, 
as it were, gathers all the ſouls of his ele& 
into one bundle, and together with his own, 
makes a ſolemn ſurrender of them to his Fa- 
ther, as a precious treaſure to be received by 
im, whenever the time ſhould come for their 
being looſed from their reſpective Bodies. 
Thirdly, He did this as an Example. This 
ells us what we are to do when we come to 
ye. It is a pattern for our Imitation. This 
s fit work for dying ſaints. Let them then 
commit the keeping of their ſouls to God as a 
faithful Creator and merciful Redeemer. Af. 
er this it follows, properly to obſerve, in the 
aſt place, | 


III. That our blefſed Saviour having thus 
aken care of his ſpirit, willingly lets go his 
ife. He bowed his head and gave ap the 
hoſt. Els 
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Ahh of that load he ſtood under. Gb. 


Himſelf and became obedient to death, in 


thereby really and truly dead. Mark an 


„ 
rt, He boiled his hegd, eng does th 
6 „This newed, f i rc 

1. The weight of hib burthem. —_ ker 


upon him the iniquity of us all, TE, liii. 6. H. 
put the ſin of his people upon che head of the 
great ſacrifice; and to ſhew the ſenſe he had 
of this, in it ſelf, inſupportable load, he bowed 
his: head; though he did not ſink W At 
weight. | This intimates, nt 

2. The obedience of his ſoul, aha BE en 
ſubmiſſion to the Father's will. He humbli 7 


which he was active and voluntary. He acl 
commodated himſelf to dying work, as col 
gathered up his feet into the bed, and compe 
ſed himſelf tofleep. . 0 
-- 2%, Then he gave up the. getz whi 14 
ſignifies that laſt act of thoſe who are in the 
agony of death, wherein there is a total, tinali 
failing of the ſpirits. In the original it is expreſſe 
in various terms; which are all rendred in ou 
tranſlation one way, He gave or yielded ul 
the 'ghoſt. The Evangeliſt» Matthew ſays 
he diſmiſſed, ſent out, or teft His ſpirit. Hi 
ſoul was ſeparated from the body, which w: 


Matth. xxvii. 50. rt mewn, emiſit, dimiſit ſpiritum. 
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athe ſay b, he-expired; to ſhew lie was truly 
man, his numan ſoul departed to the world of 
pirits, and left his body 4 breathleſs clod Of 
lay, eavit animam, or extremum bhulitum, 
e breathed his laſt. The Evangeliſt John 
ayse, he delivered up, 'farrendred his ſpirit. 
Al theſe we render, he gave up the hoſt": 

t was ſaid of the Sareptan widow's fon, 
Kings: xvii. 17. his ſickneſs was ſo fore, that 
here was no breath left in Him; no ſoul, 0 
irit, or life in him; and when EI, l prey d, 
ze might be reſtored to life, it was in terms 
greeable to that periphraſis of death, O Lord, 
pray thee, let this child's ſoul come into 
him again: And upon God's hearing the 
Prophet's prayer, it is ſaid, the child's ſoul 
ame into him again, and he revived. God 
Weturned his ghoſt, of ſpirit to his body again, 
1 thier. 21, 22. By all which we ſhall the better 
zpprehend the meaning of this phraſe, he gave 
p the ghoſt. He left, or ſent out his ſpirit. 
His ſoul went out of his body, He ſurren- 
dred or yielded it up. Having undertaken to 
make his ſoul an offering for ſin, he actually 


Mark xv. 37. Luke xxiii. 46. Kits In the Hebrew, fad 
among the Greets and Latins, giving up the ghoſt, is expreſſed by 
one word, IA, times, expirauit. 


e xix. 30. rafidvu v wchuu, raddidit, tradidi ſpiritum. 


D did 
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% 


did it, when he reſigned his ſpitit. Then he 
expired and breathed his laſt: There was no 
no breath left in him. This f is a common e 
preſſion for dying; and applied indifferent | 
to all men, good or bad; but uſually ſi gnific | 
an eaſy, gentle kind of death, in which 
the ſoul or ſpirit is not. forcibly EXtorrec 
and by meer violence plucked away; but free 
ly ſurrendred and yielded up. Theſe 4 
without much reluctance; and are active 
well as paſſive therein. This is to give opt 
ghoſt. 3 
Should it be EY But what is all this tc | 
us? I anſwer much every way, as will pes 
by, | 08 
IV. Gen. Which i is the bringing this hong 
to our ſelves, by a proper and ſuitable i improve 
ment; wherein we ſhall ſee that this eminent 
ly ſeryes for our information, comfort, 8 
tion and counſel. þ 
I. Uſe, It ſerves for our inftruQiop, nd 
teaches us many excellent leſſons. TR þ 
1* Inf. That Jeſus of Nazqreth i is indes 
the Meſſiah. If all the antient types and ole 
Teſtament prophecies, that relate to his birth 
all that theſe ſpoke of his death and ſufferings 
are punQually accompliſhed in him, as the) 


Certain) 


1 
(+ 27 « 3 


ertainly were, had we nothing elfe, this might 
erve to ſettle our hearts in the faith of his 
perſon: and office; and abandantly ſatisfy us, 
— he is of a truth the Chriſt of God; the 
n that was to come, and we are not to 
d r for ahother. lie 

24 If." From bete Je Bark tue ly of 


ng he hath for ever petfected all them that are 
anctified. He once 22 up himſelf, and no 
ore, to bear the" ſi ms of map. Me are ſanttified 
hrough the offering of the body af Feſus Chrift, 
Price for all! Theſe ate glorious atteſtations 
Wo the ſufficiency of the Redeemers ſacriffe, 
dne offering fiſhed: all that belonged to the 
great atonement. . it ao ne 22 


ove. This put him upon all this hard ſer 
ice, and carried him through it to the laft. 
do great was his love, he never gave over 
orking/ and ſuffering till he could tay, It is 
niſhed. Here we ſce the Redeemer's kind- 
eſs putting forth it ſelf for our relief in the 
"oft aſtoniſhing manner. It ſo much ſurpuf. 
ſes our moſt exalted thoughts, we can never 
ſufficiently admire it, much leſs f is it Poms 
for us nne to __ «6. 


4 


e Redesmer a ſacrifice” Sitice by one offer- 


34 Ju The greatneſs of the Redken 
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4% Inf. Then, Chriſt, cruzi 
dom and power of God. 1 raja one Rows, 1 
15 ; fimiſhed, pours everlaſting contempt; upon all 
the infidels in the world, whoſe blaſphemowl 
: mouths are not afraid to ſpeak reproachfully e 5 
him, and his ſufferings. There is nothing ig 
this that is weak and fooliſh, for men to laug 
or ſtumble. at, whatever they pretend; but 
glorious diſplay of the divine perfection vl 
Every thing in this conſtitution, that is; neceſ 
ſary to ſupport the Father's honour, and ſecure 
his people's: happineſs. | Therefore, whatevell 
others do, ſaies the Apoſtle, God forbid ] ſho 

/ory.in any thing, ſave in the croſs of. our 1 
5 eſus.Chriſt, On this he finiſhed the work o 
our redemption, on this he triumphed over ug 
his and our enemies; in this therefore will 
triumph and glory. I defare ta knov wry h 
but Jeſus Chriſt, and him cruciſſd . | 

zw Inf. This tells us what we. our. ſclye 
i expect, and ſhould be always preparing | 
Ee long it will come to our turn, 
* head and give up the ghoſt, as many 
Others have done before us. Oh that from 
hence we might learn to dye! 
S Inf. Whenever it does come to thi 
if we have been helped to finiſh our we 
though with much weakneſs and many infir 
mitie 


nitie 


4 
mities, we may with humble boldneſs; com- 
mend our ſpirits into the Father's hands. nid gu 
7 And 1, having done this, ſhould 
willingly lay down our lives; and * an cal 
* mind,” give up the ghoſt. 
II. Uſe, This ſerves for ociteoaſalatien; and 
dar! in every ſtate and condition. Here is the 
ground of all our triumphs, and joy, in life 
and death. This adminiſters comfort to us 
1. Under the fear of our: ſpiritual enemies, 
leſt one day we ſhould periſh by their hands. 
In this temptation, our Lord ſays, be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world, and all the 
other enemies of your ſalvation. Fear not 
what they can do unto you. I fought them, 
and routed them; and have triumphed over 
them. By dying I ſubdued them. Feat them 
not, they are all conquered, and theſe triumph 
are yours. Lou ſhare my victories, and ſhall 
your ſelves, through him that loved you, that 


ing died, that.conquered: for 1 be at {eaſt more 


than canquerors, ., | 
2. Under the ſenſe * our „ and 


the apprehenſions of divine wrath due to us 


for ſin. This one word, it is. finiſhed, is ſub 
ficient to anſwer all the objections that uſually 
ariſe in the minds of humbled, broken-heart- 


ed ſinners.. Jeſus: has: finiſhed: tranſgreſſion. 


(30) 
andt made an end of ſin; by his once offering 
up himſclf,he has made reconciliation for iniquĩ- 
ty; ſo that God noi ſalth, Fury is nat in me; let 
him take hold of my ſtrength, and be at peace 
with me, and heifhallmake peace. He now 
pardons the chief of ſinners, with honour! to 
himſelf; fear not therefore, O diſtreſſed ſoul 
only believe! Juſtice is ſatisfied; the grand 
ſcruple is over. Conſcience need not heſitate, 
eie is a ſufficient atonement; the foundation 
of a ſolid peace. 117 Chtiſt can and will give 
reſt to the ſonls of his people. Come then umtu 
me in confidence of this, ſays the bleſſed Sa. 
viour, all ye that. are weary and heavy laden 
with guilt and wrath, and J will give reſt to 
Jour ſouls. Bring all your burthens, ' your 
ſorrows, cares and fears to me: reſt your 
weary ſouls in your Red eemers boſom. Heß 
that ere TOO 8 Juſtice, can aa you | 
conſcienc 
3. Under BY; many imperſe&tions that ever 
attend even our beſt works and ſervices. Here 
in how unlike are we to Chriſt? All our du- 
ties are lame, defective things; and may well 
be complained of as what God has not found 
perfect, and filled up with a ſuitable exerciſe 
of grace, Rev. iii. 2. The beſt of our *r- 
N in 2 of that exactneſs. which the 
ny 
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lay requires, are but as filihy/taggs.- There 
is nothing finiſhed or compleat that we. do 
Now our comfort under the ſenſe of this i, 
our ſurety finiſhed all the work given him to 
do; and how imperfect ſoever we are in our 
ſelves, we are compleat in him. We have a 
full atonement, a perfect rightoouſncſs t to oc 
pend upon'for.our acceptance with God. 

4. Under the weakneſs of that good work; 
e humbly hope, God has begun in us. This 
at the beſt is but low and feeble; our begin- 
nings, eſpecially, are ſmall; beſides, it meets 
ith a powerful oppoſition from others: by 
reaſon of which, | it: ſeems ſometimes rathet 
o decline and go backward; and as it is ſub- 
ect to, and may actually fall under great de- 
ays, we are apt to fear leſt at laſt it ſhould one 
day utterly fail. It is yet unfiniſhed and in- 
ompleat; much remains ſtill to be done. 
Dur graces need to be ſtrengthened ;; out luſts 
nd corruptions mortified ; all which are great 
liſcouragements. But fear not. He that fi- 
iſhed the work of redemption without us, 
ill not fail to finiſh the word of ſanQifica- 
ion within us. He that was able to do the 
One, is faithful and able tO do the other. 
V hat he has begun, he will put the laſt 
and to, and make it a 2 work. The 

Apoſtle 
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(32) 
Apoſtle expreſſes his confidence of this, That 
be which had begun a go 0d. work in the Phi 
lippians, and ſo in any other, would geen 
4 to the great day. Baff 
5. Under a ſenſe of our on | incapacity 
to finiſh the work God has given us to de 
He that finiſhed his own work, can enable 
us to finiſh ours. Through Chriſt ſtrength 
ning us, we can do all things. Through hi 
power and aſſiſtance, we ſhall be more tha 
- conquerors, and able to ſay, we have fought 
the good fight, and finiſbed our courſe, as thi 
Apoſtle did; though not with equal | glory 
yet with no leſs certainty, E're long th 
feebleſt Saint, ſhall triumph ; and with joy! 
tranſport, ſay, it is finiſhed ; my courſe, m 
conflict; my ſtruggle with fin, n wy 
world, it is all over and at an end. rg 
7. This may be a great relief to us unde 
the death of our chriſtian friends and relat 
ons, eſpecially of our faithful miniſters. ' £ 
nother of theſe is lately taken from us: 
have had ſickneſs upon ſickneſs, death upo 
death, and now ſorrow upon ſorrow. ' TU 
Apoſtle owns, if Epaphroditus had been 
unto death, as he was nigh unto it, he. a 
others, would have had ſorrow upon { 
row: he had ſorrow in his heart, — 
II 4 | ACCOUul 
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ſuch a faithful ſervant would have given him 


another miniſter ſick unto death. God repeats, 
is ſtrokes, and renews our grief. How ma”, 
y ſore breaches in leſs than one year has he 
made upon us in city and country? hereby he 


Freaks us, with breach upon breach. Two 
emoved in one day; Lord! wilt chou make 
full end ? We can't but ſorrow, that ſeyeral of 
em were taken off in the prime of their 


ard, before the ſan of life. was arrived at its 
ull meridian.— This is our ſorrow, he now 


d us more; never pray with us, nor for us 
nore. Never inſtruct and catechiſe us again. 
Te ſhall never ſee his face, nor hear his yoice 
nore. He has preached, prayed, and breathed 


many a heart. But remember, my friends, 


hem to do. If they are calłd home, it is 
decauſe their maſter had nothing more for 


E _ their 


— 


gecount or another before; and the death of 


2 freſh wound. Now this is our caſe, here is 


ultiplies ſorrows in families and churches. 


lays, and their work ſhould be ſo ſoon at an 
nd. Here is another called out of the vine- 


abours no more amongſt us ; will never preach 


is laſt. Oh! the ſorrow with which this fills 


is ſervants have finiſhed all that work God ſent 


hem to do hete. God has made what uſe of 
hem he intended ; and if they have finiſhed 
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their room. T hough that's a hard thing; it is 


and where hands will be found; but the 


(34) 


theit miniſtry, why ſhould you deſire their 
longer fiay > This was entirely the ſenſe offi 
my dear Brother, whoſe death we now be: 
wait, and would endeayour to improve ; as hi 
told me himſelf upon his ſick and dying bed. 
making uſe of David's words. if the Lordi 
have any pleaſure in me, any more work for 
me, he will bring me back from this fick bed; 
but if not, and the Lord ſay he has no farther 
occaſion för, nor nerd of 1 my poor ſervice, here 
T am, let the Lord do with me what ſtems 
good in his i ht. He willingly leſt this 
world, wife, children, his friends, his non 
though dear to him. Having finiſhed 
work, he bowed his head, and gave up th 
gh oft. Then be dumb, and open not you 
mouths, God has done it. He calls off his 
ſervatits at pleaſure, and can raiſe up others it 


not too hard for the Lord. We indeed are 
at a loſs to think how it ſhould be done, 


reſidue of the ſpitit i is with the Lord ; who ' 
is able to raiſe up others, make uſe of them. 
and blefs them. Where he has a work to 
do, he will never want Proper hands to 
do it. 2 
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And beſides; remember for your comfort 
f their work be done, their labours alſo are 
eas d. The ſtorm is over, their ſorrows and 
roubles, their agonics and conflicts, » their 
pains and complaints are all at an end. Theſe 
are finiſhed. They are now no more in the 


ations. But gone ro the Father, and join'd 
o the company of pure and perfect fpirits; 
here they ſee God, and ferve him night 
and day in his temple, having all tears wiped 
rom their eyes. Such conſolation does Und 
adminiſter. 

And what now ſhould trouble the foul? e 
othing would, could we reſt ſatisfied in this 
Infinite merit, as the juſtice of God it felf has 
done. Oh! then that we had a faith ſuitable 
o the height of theſe myſteries. | That we 
ould behold this ſalvation of God in our 
ſerious thoughts, and eccho to the Redeemer's 
ſhout, it ig finiſhed. This we glory, this we 


1all condemn ? there is now no condemnati- 
mountain. The ſucking child may play on 


the hole of the aſp; and the weaned child 
put his hand to the cockatrice's den. Ob 


—_— 7 2 _ 


world. A world of ſin, ſorrow, and temp: | 


triumph in. Who is he? what is that which 


on. There are none to hurt in all his holy 


death where is thy ſting ? oh grave ! where 


e IL Ms os BW oo ea —— 


( at 5 2 


is. thy victary? Hear then this triumphant 8 
ſhout; let the ſound go through the earth 
and be heard around the globe. Hear this, all 
you that have not believed, that you may bei 
brought to believe on the Son of God, dying 
and conquering. Hear this, all you that have 
believed, that your faith may gather new life, to 
your more abundant joy and comfort. There i : 
nothing now to be feaxed but unbelief, which = 
flurs the whole deſign, as faith gives to Chriſhi 
the glory of this great performance, Lord, 
believe , help thou mine unbelzef. But thi 
ing us to the laſt 


III. Uſe which is for our direction. | 
us then conform to this great example; go and 
do likewiſe, Chriſt has ſet us a pattern, t 
we may follow him. both in life and death. 

1. In life, that we may be able to ay; 
when we come to dye, our work | is finiſhed, 
See then 
That this work is begun. Think not be 
cauſe Chriſt finiſhed the work of our redemy- 
tion on the croſs, that there remains nothing 
for us to do. We are not indeed called to 
the ſame work, this is not laid upon us; but 
every man has a work given him to do in this 
world. There is the great work of faith and 

| repentance 


— d — — — — — 


I (37) 

repentance to be begun and accompliſhed iii 
us by the ſpecial grace of God. We are 
commanded to work out our ſalvation: with 
fear and trembling. Our Lord 'work'd hard, 
and ſhall we ſtand idle all the day ? 

And as we are called to begin our work, ſo 
from the example of our Lord to begin it 
betimes. Wiſt ye not, ſays he to his pa- 
rents at twelve years old, I muſt be about my 
Father's buſmeſs ? a bleſſed pattern to chil- 
dren and young people. Let me then beſpeak 
young ones herein. He that is gone, often 
did ſo; and being dead, thereby yet ſpeaks. 
Could that mouth which is now ſhut be open- 
ed again, it would be in ſome ſuch language 
as this. Oh don't trifle away the beſt part of 
your time. Let not God be put off with the 
bran, whilſt Satan has the flower of your lives. 
Get up betimes in the morning, if you intend 
to make a good day's work ont. Be up and 
doing. Take the morning of your day for 
t be. your Father's buſineſs, and the work of your 
emp · pwn ſalvation. 
hing He that is now taken from you, was him- 
d to] ſelf an example to you herein. Being placed 
but by his parents in religious families, where he 
this was carefully inſtructed in thoſe things that 
and were negeſſary to be known in order to his 
ance | being 
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from his youth; and did betimes devote him- 


Father's buſineſs; in the buſineſs of your ſouls, 


(38) 
being a chtiſtian, as well as what might fit 
him for the-miniſtry, he had ſerious impreſſi- 
ons upon his mind'in his early years ; and 
might be ſaid, like Obadiah, to fear the Lord 


ſelf to God, and give up himſelf to his church. 
This was both his honour and his comfort, 
and will be yours, if you are _—_ to go and 
do likewiſe. 

And having begun this work, ſee that ith 
carried on. Herein alſo, our bleſſed Lord has 
left us an example. He went about continual 
ly doing good. It was his meat to do the Fa- 
ther's will. His was a life of action. Fill'd 
up with ſervice and obedience. Let not us 
then faint in our minds, and be weary in well 
doing. Be not flothful in buſineſs, in your 


and of another world ; but fervent in ſpirit, 
Ply the oar, leſt a contrary wind and ſtream 
drive you back. Give all diligence to increaſe 
your grace, and make ſure your calling. A 
man may go idle to hell; but he that would 
get to heaven muſt be buſy: work, and work 
hard. Upon this account it is the righteous 
are ſaid ſcarcely to be ſaved; not without much 
difficulty and great pains. See then your path be 
ie that of the juſt, which ſhines more and 

more 


7 


more to the perfect day, and MY Soodneſh 
not like the morning cloud aid voy dew that 
ſoon paſtes away. | 


And then take care to fs your work. Be: 


gin betimes ; follow it cloſe ; and never leave 
till you can ſay it is finiſhed. Thus did out 
bleſſed Lord, whoſe example ſhould quicken 
us to conſtancy and ' perſeverance, For no 
man can ever leave the world with comfort, 


hat has not finiſhed his work with care. Nor 
confidence at laſt commend his ſpi- 


rit to God, or with any patience give up the 


ghoſt, that never once begun, nor cyet-minid- 
xd the great work of his ſalvation, but ſpent” 


his whole time in vain purſuits, ſenſual delights 
and pleaſures, and ſinful practices; ; that lived 
in caſe and pomp, luxury and riot, forgetful' 


pf God, and altogether heedleſs of an immot- 
al ſoul. Oh that we wete wiſe, and did un- 


derſtand this, * would nn our latter 


end. 

Though the beſt have nothing to boaſt of, 
and having done all muſt acknowledge them-' 
ſelves unprofitable ſervants ; yet it will be mat- 
ter of rejoicing to think, when our lives are ace 
an end, our work has not been neglected, but 
we have been, through the grace of God, ſted- 


faſt and unmoyable, abounding in the work of- 
the 


(4) 
the Lord. This was the care of * gend 


and brother 3 and we have reaſon to believe he 
now reaps the comfort of it. He had been 
himſelf a partaker of the grace of God. Was 


a great admirer, and a faithful preacher of it. 


There ran his ſtrain: thither went his ſpirit. 
Jeſus! the lovely Jeſus was his delightful i 
theme. His talent lay in the pulpit, where he 
was eminently own'd and bleſsd. His gifts 
being admirably fitted to awaken ſinners and 
comfort ſaints. He was a painful, affection- 
ate, rouſing preacher : fo far from doing the 
work of the Lord negligently, that he rather 
too much exhauſted his ſpirits. But it was a 
good work, and therein he was willing to' 
ſpend and be ſpent. The words of life were 
not ſuffered to dye on his lips; nor did he ſo 
coldly declare the counſel of God, as either to 
make or leave his hearers cold. e In 

He greatly long'd after the ſalvation of ſouls; 
and eſpecially diſcovered a concern for the 
riſing generation, and aboye all for the children 
of the covenant. I have often obſeryed, and 
I don't doubt but others have done it, how! 
his deſires after their welfare were drawn out 
in prayer. For theſe his cries went up con- 
tinually to heaven. And of great uſe God made 


him to them, more eſpecially both i in preach- 


ing 


(463 


ing and catechiſing· Many teals iiong the? 


God gave to eee we : truſt will be 
his crown and rejoicing,” ted de 


2. In death alſo let — aa to our 
Saviour's example. Imitate him in the man- 
ner of dying. From hence let us leatr 
Io commend our ſpirits into the Farher's 
hands. So did our Lord, whoſe action herein 
tells us, that the great work of dying perſons 
is to commit their ſurviving ſpirits into the 
hands of God. They are warranted and en“ 
couraged to do it by this example. This is 
what ought, and is ſuppoſed to be done be- 


fore, elſe inſtead of committing our ſouls into 


the hands, they only, which is a fearful thing, fall 
into the hands of God. How dreadful to think 
in a dying hour, the Lord never yet received 
this ſoul of mine! and if I attempt now to 
commit it into his hands, he may juſtly ſay, it 
is none of thine to diſpoſe: of; thou haſt gi- 
ven it away already; ſold it to ſin,” and Satan; 
to work wickedneſs ; pledg'd it in ariothet 
hand; it is therefore none of mine, I nevet 


knew it; nor will I receive it. Oh! thete- 


fore now let us make this ſurrender, that we 
may, with the greater aſſurance, commit it to 
his care and keeping in a dying hour, being 
able to (ay, Lord, it is a ſoul thou haſt re- 

AS dieemed 


(429) 
deemed, juſtified, and ſanctifird; it is a ſpirit 
that has already been given to thee; a deyoted 
ſoul before. I now put into thy hands, and 
only offer thee. what is thine already.) 1 
do but repeat in my laſt moments, What 1 
often did in my life-time ; now, Lord, take this 
ſpirit under thy care and tutelage, defend it 
from danger, and * it 2 to 10. nn 
kingdom. Is 121 

Haying ſo 3 3 in cutie to 
Chriſt, let us chearfully reſign onr lives, and 
give up the ghoſt. So did our bleſſed Lord. 
Now he ſays, I am no more in the world; 
having done all I was called to do in it. 1 
have no more ſermons to preach; nu mote 
miracles to work ; no other offering to make, 
nor any more ſuffetings to endure; now Igo to 
the Father. Herein he has taught us how to dye; 
ſaying, now I leave the world and all things in 
it, and go to the Father, which is much better 
by far. I dwell no more in Meſbech, at a 
diſtance from the divine glory; nor ſojourn ĩn 
the tents of Kedar, a: land of darkneſs and 
ſorrow. We enter into the ſhadow of death, 
but it is to paſs into the kingdom of light, the 
glorious palace of the great King our heavenly 
Father. Thus in ſome good meaſure died 
our? fricnd. and brother, who! being ask d 
1 5001950 when 


hen near expiring, and i lady to Ee ve; 
oft; if he had God's een with Hig an 
erd with ſome of his laſt breath, | thro” " race, 
fro grace, he had. n=, 

And have the ſouls of our departed. friends 
d relations been thus commended into the 
ather's hands, let us be the more patient and 
net under ſuch an afflicting diſpenſation, 
xce if taken out of our arms, they are now in 
Fathers boſom, and, in effect, ſay, weep | 
tt for us, but for your ſelyes. 

This muſt be a great ſatisfaction to his fa- 
ly ; they are the widow and the fatherleſs 
one that did ſolemnly commit them in- 
the ſame hands where he left himſelf, to be 
en care of, and provided for by him. The 
drd himſelf help the widow to truſt in him, 
d be the father of the fatherleſs. The flock 
o bereaved of their ſhepherd, muſt by this be 
mforted-in their heavy loſs. May they re- 
ember the words he hath ſpoken to them in 
> name of the Lord. See the rod, andwho 
th appointed it. Be preſerved together as a 
mpacted body, and be directed to, and as 
ge, agree in a perſon, to go in and out before 
m, under whoſe n My _ find . 
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pleaſure . ſocyer we take in the happy end, thy 
our friends and relations, or miniſters mak 
all our comforts do ariſe from the life and deal 
of our bleſſed. Sayiour, who left t e woll 
with this triumphant ſhout, ft if fin 
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